
TRE PTSA meeting minutes 3/9/2021 at 9 am 
 
Attendees: Roger DeBell, Virginia Brown, Ivana Nadler, Marianne Schreyer, Tiffany Moore-
Corteville, Elizabeth Ruder, Emily Waller, Erin Chimento, Rachel Nichols, Sadie Szrama, Colleen 
Emmons, Megan Bonafonte, Virginia Hartman, Liz Ruder 
 
Principal’s  update: 

- Teachers and staff are starting to plan for next year and are hopeful for a return closer 
to normal for everyone. There are a lot of variables. Masks will probably continue to be 

a given.  
- 5th grade end of year celebrations, Mr. DeBell has spoken to Mrs. Pat Brogan who in 

charge of Health & Safety for our district. Mrs. Brogan informed him that a committee 
will be meeting next week about all health and safety things that need to be addressed 
in the district such as end of year celebrations. He will return with an update on that 
when he hears back from her. 
He is hopeful that at the very least, 5th graders will be able to celebrate in the individual 
classrooms. 

- State exams Update for Grades 3-8 about NY state exams - NYS schools have applied 
for a waiver to be able to not have to give the state exams this year due to the unusual 
circumstances and that request has been denied. They are now looking into different 
ways to advocate for our schools and our children. More information to come. As of 
now the dates for the ELA testing are April 20th  & 21st  and Math test will be May 4th 
and 5th. 

- Mr DeBell also thanked Mrs Emmons for TRE’s first ever BINGO night that was very 
successful and created a lot of buzz at school and Mrs McCormick for all her work in 
setting up the online Book Fair. 

  
Budget update (Liz Ruder): 
 

- Not much change to report as there hasn’t been any spending. 
- Goods news: We were able to raise over $1,000 with the Can King fundraiser which is a 

100% profit. 
- Spirit Wear has come in as well (and should be going home with students soon) and 

should generate a bit of profit as well. 
 
DEI committee update ( Sadie Szarma and Emily Waller): 
 

- 1st podcast series meeting last week was very successful. 
- Next podcast meeting is March 18th more information can be found on facebook or on 

the PTSA website. 
 
Afterschool Enrichement update ( Ivana Nadler): 
 

- Currently the only enrichment that is taking place is the online coding and it going well. 



- The afterschool enrichment is looking for new coordinators for next year : Chess 
coordinator, Snapology coordinator 

 
 
PTSA Updates: 
 

- Colleen Emmons has agreed to step up as TRE new co-chair! Thank you, Colleen! 
- New open positions will be updated and posted soon: Secretary, Teacher Appreciation, 

Back to School picnic, and more. 
If you wish to get involved, please contact Virginia Brown. 

 
After school enrichment – (Ivana Nadler) 
 

- Coding Club registration and start went smoothly. Still waiting on feedback from the 
families who are participating.  

 

- Next year we are looking for parents interested in coordinating Chess Club and possibly 
Snapology (an engineering/coding program). 

 

- Mr. DeBell hopes we will have classrooms available for after school activities next year, 
if the school goes back to normal.  

 

 
Science Action - Rachel Nichols 
 

- The Kindergarten teachers have received their materials, and are still working through 
the lab. They found that it was a little difficult with the pod experience, will need more 
materials for the 1st grade teachers.  

 
 
Upcoming dates to remember: 
 

- District meeting tomorrow, March 10th at 7pm online, to vote on the nominating 
committee as well as the possibility of new VP of DEI position. Information on how to 
join the meeting can be found on the website: www.pittsfordptsa.net 

- Next TRE meeting is April 13th at 9am on zoom. 
 
 

Teacher appreciation - Gina 
 

- Not sure whether there is going to be anything in the specific week in May.  Mr. DeBell 
will check with the teachers which day in May would be the best to do this. It would be 
nice to do this on a half day so that teachers will have some free time.  

 

http://www.pittsfordptsa.net/


- PTSA (Gina) has been collecting coffee supplies for the teacher lounge throughout the 
year. People have also been very generous with donations of snacks/funds as well.  

 

- We have funds for the teacher appreciation week and are considering lunches for the 
teachers or a foodtruck. Also considering flower bouquets, fruit baskets for the teachers. 

 

- Mrs. Ramesh nominated Mr. DeBell for Lifetime PTSA Membership Award. If you have 
time, letters of support are due at the end of this month.  

 
Open positions - Gina 
 

- Gina will compile opportunities and descriptions, if you are ready to move on, please 
contact Gina.  

 

- Here are the known open positions: 
o Andrea True is not going to be able to take notes (we need someone taking the 

minutes). Bookfair will need a helper for Becca 
o Cultural Arts chair - haven’t had one for a while, but would be nice to have 

someone to check in with the district.  
o Treasurer - looking to transition to a new treasurer.  

 
Other comments: 
 
5th grade end of year events are being planned, plans are explored within the COVID limits. 
 
We are thinking about starting Star my yard in the spring. Parents can pay for decorating their 
yard with “Proud parent of a Thornell Road Star” 

 
 
 
 

 


